
American Journal of Archaeology 118 (2014) 
359

The 115th Annual Meeting of the 
Archaeological Institute of America

AIA AWARDS available online as open access

The 115th Annual Meeting of the Archaeological Institute of America was held in conjunction with the 145th 
Annual Meeting of the American Philological Association in Chicago, Illinois, on 2–5 January 2014.

On 3 January, Elizabeth Bartman,  President, presented the Institute’s 49th Annual Gold Medal for Distinguished 
Archaeological Achievement to L. Hugh Sackett, and the Martha and Artemis Joukowsky Distinguished Service 
Award to Ann Santen. 

Andrew Moore, First Vice President, presented the 33rd Annual Pomerance Award for Scientific Contributions 
to Archaeology to Waldo Tobler, and the 18th Annual Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award to Steven 
Tuck of Miami University.

Carla Antonaccio, Vice President for Research and Academic Affairs, presented the 25th Annual James R. Wise-
man Book Award to Bryan Burns for Mycenaean Greece, Mediterranean Commerce, and the Formation of Identity (New 
York 2012). Jane Buikstra, Center for American Archaeology, presented the 4th Annual Felicia A. Holton Book 
Award to Joyce Tyldesley for Tutankhamen: The Search for an Egyptian King (New York 2012). Andrew Moore pre-
sented the inaugural Award for Outstanding Work in Digital Archaeology to Fasti Online (www.fastionline.org).

Laetitia LaFollette, Vice President for Professional Responsibilities, presented the AIA’s Outstanding Public  
Service Award to Corine Wegener, the Conservation and Heritage Management Award to the Staffordshire Hoard 
Conservation Project, and the Award for Best Practices in Site Preservation to the California Archaeological Site 
Stewardship Program. The texts of these award citations are printed below. 

Andrew Moore also announced Miriam Clinton (University of Pennsylvania), Epaminondas Kapranos (25th 
Ephoreia of Classical and Prehistoric Archaeology of West Crete), Sarah Murray (Notre Dame University), Thom-
as F. Strasser (Providence College), and Panayiotis Karkanas, Eleni Panagopoulou, and Nicholas Thompson (the 
Ephoreia of Speleology and Palaeoanthropology of Southern Greece) as the recipients of the Poster Session Award 
for “The Excavation at Mesolithic Damnoni: The Discovery of a New Culture on Crete.” The Poster Session Runner- 
Up Award was presented to Lynn A. Kvapil (Butler University) and Bernard Frischer, Booz Allen Hamilton, and 
Lee Taylor-Nelms (Indiana University) for “The Hadrian’s Villa Project: Studying the Impact of Three-Dimensional 
Virtual World Technology in the Undergraduate Classroom.” Sophie Crawford-Brown(University of Pennsylvania) 
and Ann Glennie and Allison Smith (Florida State University) received the Best Poster Designed by a Student 
Award for “Cosa Excavations, 2013.” 

Elizabeth Bartman presented the Graduate Student Paper Award for 2013 to Annemarie Catania (Phillips Uni-
versity, Marburg, Germany).  

On 4 January, at the 135th Meeting of Council, the following were elected to the Institute’s Governing Board: 
Andrew Moore, President; Jodi Magness, First Vice President; Michael Wiseman, General Trustee; Monica Smith, 
Academic Trustee; and Brian J. Heidtke, Trustee Emeritus. 

On 3–5 January, 380 papers and posters were delivered in 69 sessions. Abstracts for these are printed in the 115th 
Annual Meeting Abstracts (Boston 2013), which is available online or in print (see the Annual Meeting section of the 
Archaeological Institute of America’s website [www.archaeological.org] or contact the Institute for information). 

www.fastionline.org
www.archaeological.org
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The Archaeological Institute of America is proud to award the 2014 Gold Medal for Distinguished Archaeo-
logical Achievement to L. Hugh Sackett.

Sackett amply fulfills all the criteria expected for this prestigious award. First, he is a lifelong, dedicated teacher. 
In his position at Groton School in Massachusetts, which he has held since the 1950s, he has instructed hundreds 
of individuals, in Groton and in Greece, about Greek archaeology and the classics, in ways that have affected their 
lives most profoundly. In more than one case, his students have followed his lead into the world of archaeological 
research. 

In fieldwork, Sackett has left his mark on more, and more significant, sites than most of us could ever dream of, 
let alone actually claim. Knossos (including the Unexplored Mansion), Palaikastro, Lefkandi, the Dema House, 
and the Vari House—these are a few of the high points in a long and distinguished field career in which he has 
continually practiced excellent and meticulous fieldwork.

Let us highlight two other exemplary characteristics of Sackett’s record. First is his breadth of interest. In an age 
of increasing specialization, it is not often that the same person edits books on a prehistoric ivory kouros and on 
a Roman colony, or writes classic articles on Attic country houses and on bull’s head rhyta—or that a master exca-
vator also happened to be a pioneer of diachronic regional survey in the late 1960s. But all these things are true 
of Sackett. Second, he possesses an acute sense of responsibility for every project he has started, from the initial 
fundraising stage to final publication. In some cases, he has inherited data sets or sites that could easily have been 
orphaned or abandoned, as so many data sets and sites sadly are. 

People may not agree about which aspect of Sackett’s work represents his most significant legacy. Some would 
point to the major Cretan site of Palaikastro and the impact of discoveries there on our conceptions of Minoan 
Crete, others to the revolutionary discovery and exploration of Iron Age Lefkandi and the light cast on a so-called 
Dark Age. It is a wonderful thing to be able to have such a debate about a single archaeologist.

L. Hugh Sackett is a scholar of great vigor, astute judgment, and endless patience. He has served our field well 
for more than 60 years as teacher, field archaeologist, and advocate for Greek heritage—and he has done it all 
with great humility, loyalty, and generosity of spirit. He is an eminent and most deserving recipient of the 2014 
Gold Medal for Distinguished Archaeological Achievement.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
GOLD MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACHIEVEMENT

L. HUGH SACKETT
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The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 Martha and Artemis Joukowsky Distin-
guished Service Award to Ann Santen.  

Santen epitomizes the archaeological volunteer. She has given much of her time and energy to make the AIA a 
better and more effective institution, and in so doing she has greatly benefited archaeology. 

Santen recently ended a term as a Society Trustee of the AIA and has served as president of the Cincinnati  
Society since 2007. Under Santen’s energetic tenure, the Cincinnati Society has expanded its reach into the com-
munity in exciting and rewarding ways. The society has increased its membership to include more local residents 
and students of all ages. Santen even subsidizes student memberships out of her own pocket. Under her leader-
ship, the society developed its first website and won the AIA’s Best Website Award in 2008.

Santen’s vision for increasing the footprint of archaeology in Cincinnati has been to recruit graduate students 
for an outreach program in schools and community centers throughout the metro area. She provided her own 
money as a seed grant to show that her ideas worked, and this resulted in the society receiving an AIA Society Out-
reach Grant in 2008. By the end of 2012, this program had delivered more than 300 presentations that reached 
an estimated 10,000 people. There is no better evidence of Santen’s devotion and dedication than these numbers.

Ann Santen’s numerous contributions to the AIA are impressive, and she is a most deserving recipient of the 
2014 Martha and Artemis Joukowsky Distinguished Service Award.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
MARTHA AND ARTEMIS JOUKOWSKY DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

ANN SANTEN

The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 Pomerance Award for Scientific 
Contributions to Archaeology to Waldo Tobler. 

Tobler is professor emeritus of geography at the University of California, Santa Barbara, and a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences. A founding father of geographic information science (GISci) and the geographic 
information systems (GIS) that have revolutionized numerous scientific aspects of the practice of archaeology, he 
was instrumental in developing several techniques of spatial analysis. Tobler also played an important role in the 
National Center for Geographic Information and Analysis scientific consortium, within which interdisciplinary 
archaeological work has flourished since the 1980s. 

Tobler’s seminal articles cover analytical cartography, human movement, projections of historical maps, and 
the design of the first computer technique for digitally superimposing maps within a map in–map out framework. 
The last technique lies at the heart of today’s modern GIS software. In his work on spatial distributions, Tobler 
elucidated the “first law of geography,” which directly underpins a wide range of GISci techniques and analyses, 
including spatial autocorrelation. The Pomerance Award is the first recognition he has received from archaeolo-
gists for the impact of his research on our field. 

Tobler’s 1971 article “A Cappadocian Speculation,” published with S. Wineburg (Nature [1971] 39–41), used 
place-name references from the Kültepe cuneiform texts dating to the Old Assyrian Trading Colony period and 
attempted to situate them in geographic space using models of movement and interaction. It continues to be cited 
and used within archaeology today. His work on modeling human movement, notably “Tobler’s hiking function,” 
frequently forms the mathematical basis for archaeological least-cost path analyses. 

For all these reasons, we honor Waldo Tobler with the 2014 Pomerance Award for Scientific Contributions to 
Archaeology.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
POMERANCE AWARD FOR SCIENTIFIC CONTRIBUTIONS TO ARCHAEOLOGY

WALDO TOBLER
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The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching 
Award to Steven Tuck, professor of classics at Miami University.

A superlative teacher at an institution ranked among the very top nationwide in its commitment to teaching, 
Tuck is of that rare breed of college professor who is both popular and rigorous. A master lecturer and success-
ful mentor with the consummate skill to engage his students by making ancient Mediterranean culture seem  
urgently contemporary, he has perfected his craft through hard work and fine instinct. His classes are laboratories 
of experimentation and adaptation; they are, like their subject matter, solid and permanent monuments forever 
in a state of becoming.

Tuck is known far beyond the boundaries of his university or even the AIA, for he is one of the featured profes-
sors in the popular Great Courses series, to which he has contributed 36 video lectures and 24 additional lectures 
in print on the themes of Roman civilization, cities, daily life, and material culture.

Steven Tuck is, in short, both a builder of educational monuments and a monument in his own right. He is an 
excellent recipient of the 2014 Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching Award.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
EXCELLENCE IN UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING AWARD

STEVEN TUCK

The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 James R. Wiseman Book Award to 
Bryan Burns for Mycenaean Greece, Mediterranean Commerce, and the Formation of Identity (New York 2012).

Burns’ book is an innovative study that will have an important impact on Bronze Age Aegean and classical  
archaeology. In one of the first monographic treatments of consumption studies in classical archaeology, Burns 
combines current archaeological theory with meticulous analysis of particular artifacts and the cultures that pro-
duced and circulated them. 

Burns confronts how the act of importation, whether of raw materials or finished goods, and the objects them-
selves were transformed into social power by the Mycenaeans. He also demonstrates that various regions of the 
Bronze Age mainland had different trajectories in the importation and consumption of foreign items and their 
subsequent transformation into social power.

For all these reasons, Bryan Burns’ Mycenaean Greece, Mediterranean Commerce, and the Formation of Identity is a most 
worthy recipient of the 2014 James R. Wiseman Book Award. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
JAMES R. WISEMAN BOOK AWARD

BRYAN BURNS
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The Archaeological Institute of America and the Center for American Archaeology are pleased to present the 
2014 Felicia A. Holton Book Award for a major work of nonfiction written for the general public to Joyce Tyldesley 
for Tutankhamen: The Search for an Egyptian King (New York 2012).

Tyldesley presents an overview of King Tutankhamen’s tomb and insights into the achievements of Howard 
Carter and other archaeologists. She provides detailed information on the tomb’s discovery in 1922, its layout, and 
its contents, as well as the varied reactions in the press and among the intelligentsia of the day to the spectacular 
objects the tomb yielded. In particularly riveting sections, she explores the results of the multiple autopsies that 
have been performed on the young king’s mummy. She discusses the candidates for Tutankhamen’s parents and 
his brief reign in the context of later dynastic history. Tyldesley devotes an entertaining chapter to the imagined 
“curse” of the tomb, a subject of endless fascination to the public, and concludes with a thoughtful examination 
of the reception of King Tut today and the spate of blockbuster museum exhibitions.

Tyldesley’s volume stands out for its thorough scholarship, creative organization, and engaging style. It is a most 
worthy recipient of the 2014 Felicia A. Holton Book Award.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
FELICIA A. HOLTON BOOK AWARD

JOYCE TYLDESLEY

The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the inaugural Award for Outstanding Work in 
Digital Archaeology to Fasti Online (www.fastionline.org).

Fasti Online is a pioneering online scholarly resource. The site serves as a peer-reviewed, open access journal 
where preliminary and interim excavation reports can be published. It is a model for what an online resource 
should be—in terms of research, scholarship, accessibility, and sustainability.

The site’s value lies in its elegant simplicity, both conceptually and practically. Fasti Online gives up-to-date,  
season-by-season reporting for more than 3,000 excavations in 13 different countries. These form an online data-
base searchable by free text in any of the participating languages. The excavation records include brief descriptions 
and are accompanied by extensive bibliographies and photographs. The records are created in conjunction with 
national universities and archaeological services. Thus, the site is generated from the participant countries rather 
than from outside institutions. As a result, it is multilingual, making it accessible beyond the Anglophone world. 
The site has made the reporting of archaeological research more immediate and much more accessible both to 
the field and to the general public.

Fasti Online is a most deserving recipient of the inaugural Award for Outstanding Work in Digital Archaeology.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING WORK IN DIGITAL ARCHAEOLOGY

FASTI ONLINE

www.fastionline.org
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The 2014 Outstanding Public Service Award of the Archaeological Institute of America is presented to Corine 
Wegener.

Through her work as cultural heritage preservation officer in the Office of the Under Secretary for History, Art, 
and Culture at the Smithsonian Institution, Wegener coordinates the Smithsonian’s efforts to preserve heritage 
threatened by natural disasters and armed conflict around the world. 

Wegener came to this position through the military. A major in the U.S. Army Reserve from 1982 to 2004, she 
served in Iraq, Bosnia, and Guam in posts that ranged from military liaison to the Iraqi Ministry of Culture and 
the National Museum of Iraq in Baghdad to civil affairs economic special projects officer in Bosnia.

One of her responsibilities has been education, both in the military and stateside. As a refugee operations of-
ficer, she coordinated education programs in two refugee camps for thousands of Iraqi Kurdish refugees. At the 
Minneapolis Institute of Arts, she served as associate curator of Decorative Arts, Textiles, and Sculpture.

Wegener is most proud of her work as the founder and first president of the U.S. Committee of the Blue Shield, 
the American branch of the NGO founded in 2006 to support implementation of the 1954 Hague Convention for 
the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict. Wegener herself co-led the lobbying efforts 
to secure U.S. Senate ratification of the 1954 Hague Convention in 2008. She also developed Hague Convention 
training courses for U.S. Army and Marine Corps civil affairs units. 

The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 Outstanding Public Service Award to 
Corine Wegener for her extraordinary work in protecting world heritage.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
OUTSTANDING PUBLIC SERVICE AWARD

CORINE WEGENER

The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present the 2014 Conservation and Heritage Management 
Award to the Staffordshire Hoard Conservation Project (SHCP) for its excellent work on the conservation of the 
spectacular Anglo-Saxon artifacts found in Staffordshire, United Kingdom, and for its associated public educa-
tion programs.

SHCP is a unique project executed by the Birmingham Museums and Art Gallery. Since its inception in 2010, 
the project has used an innovative, team-based approach to conservation. The team has conserved the Anglo-Saxon 
gold and garnet artifacts to the highest standard, and the project has given more than 20 students the opportunity 
to learn from scholars and from handling the hoard itself.

Because of the immense interest in the hoard, SHCP made it a priority to involve the public in conservation ef-
forts. Public programs include open lectures, studio tours, family days, and written and video blogs that create a 
supportive public community. These efforts have reached thousands of people, who have become engaged with 
the project.

The 2014 Conservation and Heritage Management Award recognizes the inspiring efforts of the Staffordshire 
Hoard Conservation Project in the domains of conservation and public outreach.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
CONSERVATION AND HERITAGE MANAGEMENT AWARD

STAFFORDSHIRE HOARD CONSERVATION PROJECT
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The Archaeological Institute of America is pleased to present its 2014 Award for Best Practices in Site Preserva-
tion to the California Archaeological Site Stewardship Program (CASSP) for its grassroots efforts to involve and 
train local communities in the preservation of archaeological sites in California.

CASSP, a statewide program directed by the Society for California Archaeology, trains local volunteers to visit 
assigned sites on public lands regularly and to report the conditions there to the local supervising archaeologist. 
By regularly monitoring sites, CASSP ensures that any potential problems are detected early and can be correct-
ed quickly, thus limiting the extent of damage. CASSP operates under the philosophy that public lands belong 
to all of us and that we therefore need to find a responsible way to engage the public in site protection. Trained 
site stewards provide an additional interface between the recreational user and the agency archaeologists so that 
archaeological resources can be protected from harm and managed for future generations. Since the program’s 
inception in 1999, nearly 1,400 people have participated in 75 CASSP workshops at locations across the state.

The Archaeological Institute of America hopes that CASSP’s efforts in community stewardship will serve as an 
inspiration to others as they look for innovative ways to preserve our archaeological heritage. The California Ar-
chaeological Site Stewardship Program fully merits the 2014 Award for Best Practices in Site Preservation for its 
exemplary work.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE OF AMERICA 
AWARD FOR BEST PRACTICES IN SITE PRESERVATION

CALIFORNIA ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM


