
www.ajaonline.orgAJA Open Access

This online-only published content is freely available electronically immediately upon publication and can 
be distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License (CC BY-NC). This 
license allows anyone to reuse, remix, and build upon the content, as long as it is for legal noncommercial 
purposes; the new work must credit the author, the AJA, and the Archaeological Institute of America.

Supplementary Content: Appendix

Appendix to accompany the American Journal of Archaeology publication:

The Functions of Masons’ Marks in the Bronze Age Palace at Malia 
(Crete)
Maud Devolder

Link to this article: https://doi.org/10.3764/aja.122.3.0343

Published online 20 June 2018 
American Journal of Archaeology Volume 122, Number 3 
DOI: 10.3764/ajaonline1223.Devolder.appx

https://doi.org/10.3764/aja.122.3.0343


2 
 

Appendix: Dataset of Minoan Masons’ Marks  

 

Table 1. Masons’ marks in Minoan Crete. 
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Arch x – x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Arrow x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Bras levés x x x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Branch x x x – – – x – x – – – x – – – – – 

Circle with rays x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Crossed arms x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Cross x x x – – – x x – x – – x – – – – – 

Distaff x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Door x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – x – 

Double axe x x x x x x – x x – – – – – – x x x 

Dumbbell x x x – – – x – – – – – – – – – – – 

Ear – – – – – – – x – – – – – – – – – – 

Snake x x x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Spiral x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Square x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Star x x x – – – x – x x – – – x – – – – 

Strokes – – – – – – x – – – – – – – – – – – 

Thunderbolt x x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 

Trident x x x – – – x x x x – – – – – – – – 

Gamma x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – 
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Êta/Axle x x – – – – x – – – – – – – – – – – 

Psi x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Pi x – – – – – – x – – – – – – – – – – 

Tau x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Upsilon x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Wheel x – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – – –

Window x x – – – – – x – – – – – – – x – – 

Ligature or 

undetermined 

x x x – – – x – x – x x – – – – x –

a Masons’ marks at Knossos are recorded in the palace (Evans 1921, 4, 132–34, 204, 209, 218, 347, 364, 

367, 393, 394, 425, 463, figs. 250, 322, pl. 10; 1928, 145, 146, 290, 296, 327, 582, 613, 663, 664 n. 1, 

679, figs. 74, 171, 186, 187, 424; 1930, 7 n. 3, 161, 189, 244, 297, 299, 340, 346, 369, 374, 494, fig. 114; 

1935, 4, 77, 650; Hood 1987, 2002); in the South-East House (Evans 1921, 425, 427, 436; 1930, 244; 

1935, 212 n. 1); in the Little Palace (Evans 1921, 425; 1928, 542; Hatzaki 2005, 72–3, plans 26, 27, 34); 

in the Minoan Unexplored Mansion (Evans 1928, 545; Smyth et al. 1984, 121–22); in the South House 

(Evans 1930, 13 n. 3, 14; Driessen 2003, 28); in the High Priest House (Evans 1935, 202); in the Kephala 

tholos tomb (Hutchinson 1956, 77); in the Temple Tomb (Evans 1935, 971–73, 995); in the Isopata Royal 

Tomb (Evans 1906, 166–68, fig. 146, pl. 95); on the large dancing circle of the Stratigraphical Museum 

excavations (Warren 1983, 69, figs. 25, 27); in the “Serai” (at Skalani) (Evans 1928, 62–3); on re-used 

blocks in the Zafer Papoura cemetery (Evans 1906, 13, fig. 9); and on loose blocks (Evans 1928, 554). A 

synthetic publication by Hood and Bendall of the masons’ marks discovered at Knossos is in preparation. 

b Pernier 1935, 399–415, figs. 239–43. 

c Masons’ marks at Malia are recorded in the palace (Chapouthier 1930, 75–95; Olivier 1980), in House E 

(Deshayes and Dessenne 1959, 96–7), and in House Δβ (Demargne and Gallet de Santerre 1953, 49, pl. 

22.3; Bradfer-Burdet and Pomadère 2011, 105 n. 15). 



4 

d Tsipopoulou 1986. 

e Platon 1985, 96, 97. 

f Soles 1991, 50; Boyd-Hawes 1908, 25, fig. 9. 

g I thank G. Rethemiotakis who provided me with unpublished information on the masons’ marks of the 

palace at Galatas. He underlines that all marks in the palace at Galatas (more than 100) are deeply cut on 

the lower or upper faces of the blocks and never on the visible side. The brief discussion of masons’ 

marks in Rethemiotakis (1999, 19 n. 4) will be updated in the final publication on the palace. 

h Masons’ marks at Aghia Triada are recorded in the Villa, Casa Est, Complesso della Mazza di Breccia, 

Piazza dei Sacelli, and on blocks reused in a LM III or later structure (Cucuzza 1992, 56, 59; 2001, table 

1). 

i Masons’ marks at Amnissos are recorded in the villa (Schäfer 1992, 142, pls. 22, 122b, 123b), in the 

Megaron (Schäfer 1992, 158, pls. 26.3, 28.2), and on blocks reused in the Altar of Zeus Thenatas (Schäfer 

1992, 177–78, tables 31.2, 31.3, 32.1–3, 128, 129). 

j Sakellarakis 1967. 

k Evans 1928, 255. 

l Driessen 1989–1990 n. 38.

m Shaw 2006, 89–90. 

n Kirsten 1951, 37, pl. 33.2. 

o Xanthoudidis 1922, 24.

p MacGillivray et al. 1992, 124–25, fig. 4; Driessen 2000, 36 n. 9. 

q Hazzidakis 1934, 8, 33, pl. 8.1. 

r Daux 1959, 740. 
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Table 2. Catalogue of the blocks bearing masons’ marks in the walls of the Neopalatial palace at 

Malia. (See fig. 6 in the published article for the location of each block.) 
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Blocks bearing masons’ marks in their initial position in the 
Neopalatial walls of the palace at Malia 

1 Bras 
levés 

40 NT No D Parallel C 

2 Bras 
levés 

60 T No D Undetermined C 

2 Bras 
levés 

61 T No D Undetermined C 

3 Bras 
levés 

72 NT No D Parallel A 

4 Bras 
levés 

38 T No D Undetermined C 

5 Bras 
levés 

15 T No D Parallel B* 

6 Bras 
levés 

13 T No D Parallel C 

7 Bras 
levés 

14 T No D Parallel B* 

8 Bras 
levés 

26 NT No D Parallel A 

9 Bras 
levés 

62 T No D Undetermined A 

10 Bras 
levés 

55 T No D Parallel C 

11 Star 54 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

12 Bras 
levés 

36 T No D Parallel B 

13 Bras 
levés 

35 T No D Parallel C 

14 Bras 
levés 

204 T No D Parallel B* 

15 Star 39 T No D Undetermined C 

16 Double 
axe 

57 T Yes D Undetermined D 
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16 Star 59 T Yes S Undetermined D 

17 Star 71 NT No D Undetermined A 

18 Star 69 T No D Undetermined C 

19 Star 68 NT No D Parallel A 

20 Star 88 T No D Undetermined B 

21 Star 51 NT No D Parallel A 

22 Star 209 T Yes S Perpendicular D 

23 Cross 65 T No D Parallel A 

23 Star 66 T No D Perpendicular A 

24 Star 58 T Yes S Perpendicular D 

25 Star 19 NT No D Perpendicular A 

26 Star 22 NT No D Parallel A 

27 Star 47 T No D Undetermined A 

28 Star 48 NT No D Parallel B 

29 Star 37 T No D Parallel B* 

30 Star 5 NT No D Parallel A 

31 Star 45 T No D Perpendicular C 

32 Star 89 T No D Parallel C 

33 Star 53 Und. Und. D Perpendicular C 

34 Star 21 NT No D Undetermined A 

35 Star – NT No D Parallel A 

36 Star 6 NT No D Parallel A 

37 Star 20 NT No D Parallel A 

38 Star or 
trident 

– NT No D Parallel A 

39 Trident 1 NT No D Perpendicular B 

40 Trident 42 T No D Perpendicular C 

41 Trident 31 T No D Parallel B 
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42 Trident 24 NT No D Perpendicular A 

43 Trident 2 NT No D Undetermined A 

44 Trident 42bis T No D Undetermined C 

45 Trident 208 T Yes D Undetermined D 

46 Trident 3 NT No D Parallel A 

47 Trident 4 NT No D Parallel A 

48 Trident 43 NT No D Parallel A 

49 Trident – T No D Parallel A 

50 Trident 67 T No D Parallel A 

51 Double 
axe 

27 T No D Undetermined A 

52 Double 
axe 

28 T No D Parallel B 

52 Snake 28 T No D Parallel B 

53 Double 
axe 

30 T No D Parallel B 

54 Double 
axe 

34 T No D Parallel C 

55 Double 
axe 

33 T No D Parallel C 

56 Double 
axe 

12 NT No D Parallel B 

57 Double 
axe 

7 NT No D Parallel A 

58 Double 
axe 

56 T Yes D Perpendicular D 

59 Double 
axe 

17 T No D Undetermined A 

60 Double 
axe 

16 T No D Undetermined A 

61 Double 
axe 

11 NT No D Parallel A 

62 Double 
axe 

8 NT No D Parallel A 

63 Double 
axe 

9 NT No D Parallel A 

64 Double 
axe 

25 NT No D Perpendicular A 

65 Axle 87 T No D Undetermined B 

66 Axle 52 T No D Undetermined B 

67 Cross 23 NT No D Undetermined A 
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68 Dumbbell 50 T No D Parallel B 

69 Branch 90 T Yes S Perpendicular C 

70 Branch 92 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

71 Branch 93 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

72 Branch 91 T Yes S Perpendicular C 

73 Branch 90bis T Yes S Perpendicular C 

Neopalatial blocks bearing masons’ marks reused in LM II 
structures in the palace at Malia 

74 Star 76 T Yes S Undetermined B 

75 Star 78 T Yes S Undetermined B 

76 Star 79 T Yes S Undetermined B 

77 Star 83 T No D Parallel B 

78 Branch 77 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

79 Branch 85 T Yes S Undetermined B 

80 Branch 73 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

81 Branch 75 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

82 Branch 80 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

83 Branch 86 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

84 Branch 74 T Yes S Perpendicular A 

85 Branch 84 T Yes S Perpendicular C 

Blocks bearing masons’ marks and no longer in position in the 
palace at Malia 

86 Double 
axe 

94 – No D Parallel – 

87 Star 70 T No D Undetermined C 

88 Star 96 NT No D Parallel – 

89 Star 97 T No D Parallel C 

90 Star 106 T No D Parallel Slab 

91 Star 32 T No D Parallel B 

92 Star 46 T No D Parallel C 
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93 Star 107 T No D Parallel C 

94 Star 49 T No D Parallel C 

95 Star 108 NT No D Parallel – 

96 Star 98 T No D Parallel – 

97 Star 99 NT No D Perpendicular – 

98 Star 100 NT No D Perpendicular C 

99 Star 101 T No D Parallel Slab 

100 Star 102 NT No D Undetermined Slab 

101 Star 103 T No D Parallel Slab 

102 Star 104 T No D Parallel Slab 

103 Star 105 T No D Parallel Slab 

104 Bras 
levés 

18 T No D Parallel C 

105 Bras 
levés 

95 T No D Undetermined Slab 

106 Bras 
levés 

112 NT No D Perpendicular – 

107 Trident 44 T No D Undetermined – 

108 Trident 109 T No* D Undetermined Slab 

109 Trident 110 NT No D Parallel – 

110 Trident? 111 NT No D Parallel – 

111 Branch 81 T Yes S Undetermined B 

112 Branch 113 T Yes S Undetermined B 

113 Branch 114 T Yes S Undetermined B 

114 Branch 115 T Yes S Undetermined C 

115 Branch 116 T Yes S Perpendicular C 

116 Branch 117 T Yes S Perpendicular B 

117 Branch 118 T Yes S Undetermined C 

118 Snake 41 T No D Undetermined B 

119 Dumbbell 119 T No D Parallel A 
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120 – 120 NT No D Undetermined – 

121 – 121 NT No D Parallel – 

a See the description of the block types in the section “The Neopalatial Building Program of the Palace at Malia” of 
the published article. 
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