
Policy for the citation, mention, discussion, or illustration of an object in a private or public collection in an AJA publication, effective 1 April 2020 
(Carter, J.B., “A Letter from the Editor-in-Chief: Revised Editorial Policy on the Publication of Unprovenanced Antiquities,” AJA 124.2, 2020, 178). 
A full explanation of the AJA’s editorial policy on the publication of unprovenanced antiquities is available at www.ajaonline.org/submissions/
editorial-policy.

Was the object acquired 
by its present possessor 
before 30 December 
1973, or is its existence 
documented before that 
date?

yes

Cite collection, accession 
number, acquisition date 
(e.g., City, Museum of 
Ancient Art GR-632, acq. 
1883).

If acquired after 30 
December 1973, cite 
evidence of its existence 
before that date.

Was it legally export-
ed from its country of 
origin?

no

yes

Cite collection, accession 
number, acquisition date 
(e.g., City, Museum of 
Ancient Art GR-632, acq. 
2003), and evidence of legal 
exportation.

If the object appears in the 
AAMD Registry of New  
Acquisitions of Archaeolog-
ical Material and Works of 
Ancient Art, the reference 
should also include a link to 
the relevant entry.

Has it been previously 
published in a qualifying 
publication?

yes

Cite collection, accession number, 
acquisition date, and the designa-
tion “[unprov.]” (e.g., City, Mu-
seum of Ancient Art GR-632, acq. 
2003 [unprov.]).

First mention of the object must 
be accompanied by the citation 
of its initial scholarly publication. 
The reference must also include 
this statement: “This object was 
acquired after 30 December 1973; 
there is no evidence of its docu-
mentation before that date or its 
legal export from the country of 
origin.”

If the object appears in the AAMD 
Registry of New Acquisitions 
of Archaeological Material and 
Works of Ancient Art, the refer-
ence should also include a link to 
the relevant entry. 

no

Does the Editor-in-Chief of 
the AJA believe that “the aim 
of publication is to emphasize 
the loss of archaeological con-
text or acquisition history”?

yes

Cite collection, accession number, 
acquisition date, and the designa-
tion “[unprov.]” (e.g., City,  Mu-
seum of Ancient Art GR-632, acq. 
2003 [unprov.]). 

First mention of the object must 
be accompanied by this statement: 
“This object was acquired after 30 
December 1973; there is no evi-
dence of its documentation before 
that date or its legal export from 
the country of origin.”

If the object appears in the AAMD 
Registry of New Acquisitions 
of Archaeological Material and 
Works of Ancient Art, the refer-
ence should include a link to the 
relevant entry.

no

The object may not be 
cited, mentioned, discussed, 
or illustrated in the AJA.

no


